DRAFT

Highly Capable Committee

Minutes

Jan. 3, 2008

Welcome and introductions.    

Tonight’s focus will be middle school program options.  Following tonight’s discussion, the middle school principals will be asked to join us and give their input as pertains to gifted programs and master scheduling for middle schools.

Minutes reviewed and accepted without changes.

Two articles were handed out for the committee to read:  

· “Cluster Grouping of Gifted Students: How to provide Full-time Services on a Part-time Budget: Update 2001”, ERIC EC Digest #E607, Susan Winebrenner and Barbara Devlin, March 2001

· "Research Synthesis on Gifted Provisions”, Dr. Karen Rogers, 1999, http://austega.com/gifted/articles/Rogers_researchsynthesis.htm

Members given 15-20 minutes to read articles.

Discussion about articles:
· Master schedule model at each middle is a bit different
· At Jefferson Middle School every student has a block class for language arts and social studies.  They also have math class, science class, PE and an enrichment class (music, foreign language).  The REACH class is available for students who qualify based on academic standing and teacher recommendations.  It has a heavy emphasis on writing and reading.  Students in REACH forgo ½ year of PE class to attend.
· At Marshall Middle School each student has a two teacher team.  They have ½ day of language arts/social studies block, a math/science block class, a PE class and an enrichment class.  AIM is a program set up to give lower level learners an extra dose of math.  Accelerated math classes are available, and they send some kids to CHS for math.
· All the middle schools in the district have a similar language arts block class model.
· REACH is only at JMS.
· The only accelerated classes currently offered at all middle schools are in math.
· It seems that cluster groups may work with our existing structure
· There are also two alternative middle school programs in the district.  MAP (Marshall Alternative Program) at MMS and ALKI at RMS.  Both use the two team teacher model with pull out for math, PE and an enrichment class.  The class includes a mix of 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.
· OSD has not previously had a gifted program at middle school. 
· One major need that has surfaced is for highly capable or accelerated science classes.
· There are a variety of gifted type programs in other school districts.
· North Thurston Public Schools began offering a magnet-type school approach a few years ago.  It does not have a stringent screening process.
· There are, mostly likely, few teachers in this district trained in teaching gifted students.  Training would be very important.
· Teachers must also be willing to teach using differentiated instruction.
The committee brainstormed the pros and cons of different configurations of middle school gifted programs.  They also reviewed the “Questions that need to be answered” handout for any changes.  See attached documents 
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